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origin of the Baptist's teachings, and makes his successor in a 
sort of Buddhist-Essene community Jesus of Nazareth, his cou- 
sin, for whom of course no supernatural origin or mission is ad- 
mitted. The simple-minded disciples were deceived of course by 
the brilliancy of this Teacher and when "several years after the 
death of Jesus (p. 56) Saul of Tarsus comes along, it is he who 
revivified and reincarnated the drooping cause" (p. 49) which 
Peter and the others had "built on such weak and narrow lines 
[that it] could not long survive." (ibid.) 

Everyone knows the line pursued. One wonders that at this 
late date it can be still set forth seriously. The book is trash, 
unmixed trash. 

Floyd Keeler. 



The Life and Letters of Sister St. Francis Xavier (Irma Le Fer 
de la Motte) . By one of Her Sisters, Mme. Clementine De 
La Corbiniere. Translated from the French by The Sisters 
of Providence. St. Louis: B. Herder Book Co., Pp. xxix+ 
416. 

When Indiana was a foreign mission ! As one thinks of the 
two large Dioceses in that state now, the high repute and great 
respect in which Catholic priests and religious are now held 
there, it seems scarcely possible that less than 80 years ago this 
was a wilderness in more ways than one, that Religious did not 
dare wear their habits when traveling, that the Catholic religion 
was all but unknown and that those who were labouring for 
souls under its banner were almost exclusively from France — 
on a real foreign mission. Among those valiant women who 
founded St. Mary's-of-the-Woods, was the subject of this sketch. 
From her first awakening of a vocation it was her desire to 
consecrate herself to service in America but it was only after a 
long series of trials that she was allowed to see the fulfilment 
of her wish. Coming from a family where prayer and sacrifice 
for God were the order of the day, we are not so much surprised 
to find Irma Le Fer de la Motte becoming one of the most valued 
and saintly members of the little band of the Sisters of Provi- 
dence. 

One could pick out dozens of extracts from these letters and 
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still fall short of giving an adequate picture of the hardships 
Which the infant community endured, the heroism of its mem- 
bers, the wonderful (it sometimes seems almost miraculous) 
deeds which they performed. It does not take a very vivid im- 
agination to find one's self with Mother Theodore Guerin, Sister 
St. Francis Xavier, and her own sister, Elvire, known in Re- 
ligion as Sister Mary Joseph, as they went about among their 
charges in the woods of Indiana. To one who is familiar with 
the region it is all very true to nature and the task of project- 
ing one's mind into the past is the easier. 

How Sister St. Francis, always delicate, managed to endure 
the rigours of the winters and the oppressive heat of the sum- 
mers in the valley of the Wabash, and all the while to attend to 
such arduous tasks as would tax one of the greatest physical 
strength, is but a proof of God's ability to bring strength out of 
the weak things of this world. The wonder is not that Sister 
St. Francis' life was short, but that she managed to live for fif- 
teen years amid such privations and difficulties. 

This volume is valuable for its sidelights on many points in 
early American Catholic history as well for the example of mis- 
sionary heroism which it sets forth. The Sisters of Providence 
may well feel proud of the trio, Mother Theodore, Sister St. 
Francis Xavier, and Sister Mary Joseph who appear so promin- 
ently in this volume. It is fitting that their mortal remains rest 
"in the crypt of the conventual church" (p. 411) at St. Mary's- 
of-the-Woods, where their example may the more easily be re- 
called to their spiritual daughters and to the many young girls 
who pass through the halls of this great institution on their way 
to assume their places in the life of the nation and Church. 

Floyd Keeler. 



Dublin University and the New World, a Memorial Discourse 
preached in the Chapel of Trinity College. Dublin, May 31, 
1921, Rev. Robert H. Murray, LittD. Published by the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, London: 1921. 
Pp. 96. 

Dr. Murray find "a peculiar pleasure in tracing the connec- 
tion between remote cause and effect," but does not realize the 



